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INTRODUCTION

The history competition for school students, dedicated to the study of al-
ternative and hidden history, which has already become popular in Georgia,
was held for the third time under the auspices of the Kérber Foundation
and the Institute for International Cooperation of the German Adult Educa-
tion Association — DVV-International, funded by the German Federal For-
eign Office. The project was implemented simultaneously in five countries:
Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus, Georgia, and Armenia. Unfortunately, by the
decision of the Belarusian government, the DVV International office was
closed in the country. Naturally, it was a reason they could not participate
in the project mentioned above. The project’s general topic was "Between
rejection and nostalgia: Soviet and post-Soviet history in families and local
communities”, within which topics were selected for teacher training and
student competition.

The history of the Soviet period is little known and researched by con-
temporary historians and is also presented at an average level even in
modern history textbooks. The aim of the project was to awaken students’
interest in how people and families were living during Soviet Georgia and
after its collapse. In this regard, it was interesting to activate the component
of people's memory, having school students collect and explore memories —
where did we find ourselves 30 years after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
how far did we separate and did we overcome totalitarianism, how do we
tell future generations about this experience, what challenges follow us to
this day.

Prior to the announcement of the student competition, a questionnaire
for teachers participating in the competition as tutors was created and sent
to both Tbilisi and regional schools throughout Georgia. The questionnaire
was also posted on the Facebook page of the competition. Through this
mechanism, the interested teachers were selected and special trainings
were held for them in October-December 2021 with the direct involvement
of the project partners — Georgian Association of History Educators (GAHE)
and Soviet Past Research Laboratory (SovLab). Video recordings and pre-
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sentations of the trainings were uploaded to the website created within the
framework of the project: https://historycompetitions.ge, as well as to the
Facebook page which was created in 2018 as part of the first competi-
tion and currently has 1387 subscribers: https://www.facebook.com/Histo-
ryCompetitionInGeorgia. Besides, presentations and video materials were
translated into Russian for ethnic groups. An additional resource for teach-
ers was also created — a reader in methodology, which was also translat-
ed into Russian. It should be noted here that the official language of the
competition was Georgian, although entries could also be sent in Armenian,
Azerbaijani, and Russian languages.

"30 years since the end of the Soviet Union" was chosen as the local
theme for the competition of students in Georgia. The competition was held
for two age groups - elementary (12-14 years old) and middle school (15-
18 years old) students. "Memory of People and Communities in Late Soviet
and Transitional Georgia" was selected as a sub-theme, and the entries
of elementary level students were dedicated to the sub-topic: "School and
Life" in Late Soviet and Transitional Georgia.”

The competition was officially opened in December 2021. The deadline
for the competition has been set as May 31, 2022, by which the students
had to submit their work.

An agreement was made with the Caucasus University, as a result of
which the Caucasus University assumed the patronage of the project.

34 entries of elementary and middle school students were officially regis-
tered in the competition: 7 essays from elementary school; 2 video materi-
als; 1 photo collection; 1 poster;

17 essays from the middle school level; 2 video materials; 3 photo col-
lections; 2 posters.

All 34 entries were submitted to the jury for evaluation. The assessment
was two-stage and continued until June-July 2022. The jury selected 5
winners:

Ketevan Khizanishvili's essay "Vicious circle" won first place with max-
imum points. Teacher: Tamuna Macharashvili, Millennium School, Thilisi.
The second place was divided between two winners with equal points — the
essay "Totalitarian "truth" — Chornobyl tragedy, authors: Elisabeth Sakhokia,
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Sandro Lomaia, Irakli Janashia; teacher: Natela Davitaia, St. Alexi Shusha-
nia School-gymnasium, Senaki;

and the essay "Thank you, God, for letting me witness this...", authors:
Barbare Tskhadadze, Lizi Kartvelishvili, Irakli Abramashvili; teacher: Natela
Gogaladze, Lesia Ukrainka Public School #3, Surami;

Nikoloz Sharabidze's video: "Georgian Education in Late Soviet and
Transitional Georgia", won 3rd place. Teacher: Tamuna Macharashvili, Mil-
lennium School Thilisi.

The essay: "Heroes and anti-heroes of the War in Abkhazia", authors:
Nini Archvadze, Tinatin Burduli, Giorgi Akhalauri; tecaher: Ekaterine Ush-
ikishvili, Tianeti #1 Public School named after Mirza Gelovani, took the
fourth place.

The essay "Oh, how | want to return to the present through the past" was
also awarded special prize of sympathy from the Caucasus University and
GAHE. Authors: Liana Avetisyan, Alina Paloyan; teacher: Eraniak Makary-
an, Akhalkalaki #1 public school.

The award ceremony of the winners of the history competition was held
on July 23, 2022, with the support of the Caucasus University.

The International Summer Academy 2022 for History Teachers was held
in the village of lkalto near the town of Telavi, Georgia, from August 3-6,
2022. The main goal of this academy was to stimulate history teachers
from neighbouring countries to develop new opportunities, ideas, and joint
proposals, which can become a prerequisite for further cooperation in future
projects, cooperation-friendship of schools, or the creation of original and
alternative programmes for teaching history.

University professors and trainers were invited to the event to connect
school teachers with the academic field. The participating parties confirmed
that the continuation of this project in the future would be desirable and
fruitful if students of the Faculty of History (and possibly other specialties)
of the university participate in this competition.

At the end of the Academy's activities, all participants noticed that there
are similar problems in history teaching in all three countries. The teachers
were motivated to continue their contribution and work on other projects
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with their students who gained some research experience in this competi-
tion. This was a significant result of this competition.

In September and November 2022, additional trainings were held for
teachers participating in the project. It should be noted that summer school
had its logical continuation. GAHE member from Akhalkalaki, history teach-
er Eranui Makaryan became interested in the topic of memory of the Soviet
period, and she started working on the Soviet memory of the Armenian
population of Akhalkalaki under the supervision and consultation of Thilisi
State University (TSU) professor Nino Chikovani.

This phase of the project proved to be also interesting and relevant. We
hope that the competition will become even more extensive and multi-lay-
ered in the future.

On October 25-28, 2022, a history camp was held in Yerevan for stu-
dents who won the History Competition. The Georgian delegation refused
to participate in it in order to avoid the imminent threat of military conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Instead, excursions for the winners and
their teachers were held in Tbilisi and Gori on October 29 and 30, 2022.
12 students and 3 teachers from Thbilisi and different regions of Georgia
participated in it. They visited the Museum of Soviet Occupation, Stalin's
House Museum, cave town Uplistsikhe and took part in the tour of Thilisi
"Topography of Red Terror" tour of Thilisi.
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| PLACE
KETEVAN KHIZANISHVILI

Teacher: Tamuna Macharashvili
Thbilisi, Millennium School

The essay evaluated by the jury with maximum points
tells the story of a man who despite internal opposition
somehow “followed” the Soviet regime and worked as a
Soviet school principal for ten years. He is the grandfather of
the author of the essay, 14-year-old Ketevan Khizanishvili,
who honestly tells his offspring what moral pressure and
serious challenges he went through and how he failed
to fight the vices of the Soviet school. These completely
unacceptable, unjustified actions were so entrenched in
society back then that fighting them required the greatest
effort, especially, if you were in a leadership position.
A vicious circle was very difficult to break because as
grandfather says, the greatest hardship among a thousand
ones was the hardship of dignity.

A long conversation begins with the episode when he
as a little child felt the cynicism of the Soviet system
and protested the humiliation, although, “over time, my
grandfather also became a victim of the same tradition
which he fought with all his passion. That young boy who
talked to children about high ideals and made them think
about life became a part of that structure,” — the author
notes with heartbreak.

At the end of the story, grandfather admits his mistakes:
“l think it was more difficult and tragic to confess to my
granddaughter that | was a thief.”
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|l PLACE

ELIZABETH SAKHOKIA, SANDRO LOMAIA,
IRAKLI JANASHIA

Teacher: Natela Davitaia

The Saint Alexi Shushania Senaki
Orthodox Grammar School

The second place was shared by two essays that both
depict the harsh existence of the Soviet Union and
emotionally convey the injustice of the era, totalitarianism,
the neglect of the people and the victimisation by the
regime... Both essays deal with inspiring real-life stories
with precise accents, and the jury rightly awarded them as
one of the best.

The essay “Totalitarian “truth” — the tragedy of Chornobyl” is
by Elizabeth Sakhokia, Sandro Lomaia, and Irakli Janashia
from the Saint Alexi Shushania Senaki Orthodox Grammar
School and supervised by teacher Natela Davitaia. It is a
comprehensive essay detailing the events of Chornobyl,
the criminal activities of the nomenklatura of the time,
the bureaucracy, state criminality, and the catastrophic
consequences that ensued. They did a lot of work and
drew the correct conclusions about how the state should
function and how it should treat its citizens.
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BARBARE TSKHADADZE, LIZI KARTVELISHVILI
IRAKLI ABRAMASHVILI

Teacher: Natela Gogaladze
Lesia Ukrainka School #3 in Surami

The essay “Thank you, God, for letting me witness this...” of
Barbare Tskhadadze, Lizi Kartvelishvili, and Irakli Abramashvili
from Lesia Ukrainka School #3 in Surami, also won second
place. Teacher: Natela Gogaladze.

This is it — the complete tragedy of the Soviet person, or rather
a human living in the Soviet Union, because the hero of the
essay, Simon Khvedelidze, was never a Soviet person. On
the contrary, he became the victim of his categorically anti-
Soviet attitude. It is a real story and the authors interviewed
many eyewitnesses and eavesdroppers to restore it.

The story starts at the beginning of the last century, goes
through the 70-year Soviet period, and ends in the 90s when
Simon's long-awaited dream finally came true and Georgia
gained independence. Only after that, Simon Khvedelidze
passed away. He left a note: “Thank you, God, for letting me
witness this” on the wall of the psychiatric hospital, where he
spent almost his entire life “thanks” to the Soviet regime.

The author conveys this soul-stirring story so impressively
that even 30 years after the end of the Soviet Union, you can
feel exactly how the Soviet regime mutilated people's fortunes
and from what misery this world was freed after its collapse.
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|11 PLACE
NIKOLOZ SHARABIDZE

Teacher: Tamuna Macharashvili
Millennium School, Thbilisi

“‘Education is a double-edged sword, which can be used
both for the benefit and harm of people. It depends on who
is holding it.” The video “Georgian education in late Soviet
and transitional Georgia” which won third place, created by
14-year-old Nikoloz Sharabidze (Millennium School, Thbilisi)
under the guidance of teacher Tamuna Macharashvili, starts
with this quote from famous Georgian educator lakob
Gogebashvili.

Through his viewpoint, he conveyed to us the characteristic
violations and vices of the school at that time. The video
reflects the history of the communist education system and
the truth of the above-mentioned words.
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IV PLACE

NINI ARCHVADZE, TINATIN BURDULI
GIORGI AKHALAURI

Teacher: Ekaterine Ushikishvili
Tianeti N1 public school

“Three decades have passed since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Is the Soviet legacy over? Unfortunately, this is still an
ongoing topic. It is true that the era of the superpower called
the “Evil Empire” has ended but its ghost will haunt those
people (republics) who gained freedom at the price of blood
for a long time” — this is an excerpt from one of the winning
essays “Heroes and anti-heroes of the War in Abkhazia”
which was prepared under the guidance of Ekaterine
Ushikishvili, by middle school students Nini Archvadze,
Tinatin Burduli and Giorgi Akhalauri from Tianeti N1 public
school. The authors of the work touch on the painful topic
of the War in Abkhazia and, based on the narrations and
reviews of the eyewitness veterans interviewed by them,
introduce us to the known and unknown heroes of that unjust
war, positive and negative characters whose actions affected
the fate of the war. In their research, the participants of the
competition learned and understood much more than what
they knew from school textbooks about the War in Abkhazia,
and the above-mentioned conclusion is also the result of
their observations. This essay won them fourth place in the
competition and it left the knowledge that they found through
their own work and findings, and shared with others, forever.
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SPECIAL PRIZE FROM THE CAUCASUS UNIVERSITY AND GAHE

Liana Avetisyan and Alina Paloyan
Teacher: Eraniak Makaryan
Akhalkalaki #1 public school

The essay "Oh, how | want to return to the present
through the past" by Liana Avetisyan and Alina Paloyan
from Akhalkalaki #1 public school, under the supervision
of Eraniak Makaryan was awarded from the Caucasus
University and GAHE. School students researched three
main questions regarding the military settlement in their
hometown:

1) What role did the military settlement play in the life of
the inhabitants of Akhalkalaki?

2) What problems did the existence of Soviet Russia
bring to Akhalkalaki?

3. Does the connection with Russia still exist today?

As a result, they presented a very accurate history of
the mentioned settlement. The authors also looked
for explanations of the sentiments among the local
population, interviewed different residents of Akhalkalaki
and told us the story of the military settlement and its
meaning for the people as well as the current situation
around it.
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