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30 6901 LVOSJMOIONNL CVOLOLMIMNPV6
30 YEARS SINCE THE END OF THE SOVIET RULE

30 Gemnb 06 LddFMo BMG>tMnG 6 bxbyMAGTna3ML 3GMNHBAbNo
05> COSIMNO NN J&3n sLMMEDS ALMA3EMNM NLEMMN>TN.
»303 M330" QOSB3 MMA> COIAM3IMENIT Pond>x3>. AbMmazMNmM3n
7003mMMN> NAI6500 NN nym, M3 a3nMMLbMa3MbyONL B>GnemMN
LOBEMMONL COSLILEOMMBIE® 30 5¢M535653005, 15006 3MINBNBANL
30153560 dFMXNL 0537095 0> ANLN OSB3 Lb>AYSEIMLOE CO>-
3n6N0L3nMH300L 3>IMHMD> LdAY>BML AMLIGYIBL > YNBEIMILML Bob-
CONQO>.

ML, 3mLELLdFMO LN3EMENLS s 396GM>MMN o> >MAMULS-
30 9360M30L>030L 3M3MNBNLEMON GMESMNG>MNBANL >3-
anb 7L dMP3>3¢mn 0MHNEMN 36NTByMM3560 NB3eMbNs, MHMA 3GInGN-
3MMOQ0 3935905 BMmo, B> 350 30 Hemnb 8737y, M>3C0765C0
0538MmMoNon > >3dMNIN GME>MNE>MnHBAN, Mmame 3My37-
000 dMA3335¢M 01dMBIOL 53 {>AMEONMJBIBY, > 3>dmME3737300 M-
0343705 001907.

L5560137ML  FOAMEFONEMJDS  LddFMJNL Byt3nl 3MHME7LAEN
76on dbfn3, >3 LyyMOM LMEO>NL BsGNEMN> > 51937 01d30LN
L3930030300ME P>3MNMAT3>. AndNB>M LdbzMem 3MB3MMLbn — ,30
6Imn LYBIMINNL ESLILEMMMNCDS6” 53 5J396EIVNL B>AM337015LS
0> 39bLNIMIVAL F>EMELEMIBIL NLdLI3L ANBO6>CO.

3MB3MMHLAL 3Mm3YsMnHoannbs>n3nl d9§060emn 9L 3571606 -
356356500 70eMm D P3MIEL 3™ 3333L. 3503160036 dM3MI-
65015 X5430L 3q9L500p76500 A336 LYBIMINL CE>STMNLS CO> SbdeM
B56MANM DB d>sL3MNL ddnd] > 3MA3MIjbMe 3nM33eM
396M0m%b9, 1985-1993 GemdH9 33MbE76EMnMno. LEMMJ >0
HM300L 01>30MME0>3b3730 LNLHM>3N0N ANACNBSM) AM3M969dA>,
1500035¢MNBANL BMHCO>T, 3MB3MNEdA>, F73c0M3703>, hy3560bN-
MmOy GMBBEnNd > GMdp100N700> FBLdBM3MS bdI>sMN37EMML
LsbyMAGNO3MLS > LYBMPSICOMIONL 03MBC316E N F>IMG3T-
3900, HMA71MON CO>AMI35> X6 300073 oMb HaLMHNFTN CoYL.

359mM3700L dnbs6ns, A3nNb3zyeMas> LB3S 3>s¢MNo Fqabqycoml ono-
Jmbeos Ldyym3gmopdmMmE 36MdNgm 0M3MI69dL> > 3MMEJLYOU,
359565eMNBML 035700 0> 3 39MHnMEONL Ma3Mm L>o3MA3MN>BN
39L6>3tMNL bLMH3NMN F>MHBEIL, MdNdML 3MeNL AMLEG>3EMI-
700b, C037eM>356153ML N3 C1MBL, MMAMNL N3>eMGNB o> MHMAjmaod
hstr01mmdno mEsemn@strgemn bbieMmaAGnozm COSLEMMEMCEOS >
h3960 §39Usb> sbdem 93MJ>30 B>CO>3NC>. 350NN {IAMEONMIDN
bmad d93Mn >0 nBEMLbO]dY, >>00> LdAN >NHMIYENL 10009,
L>BMPIOMIV>3 LEMEM)O >N bAJdN MBS AMNLANBML — MMM
3bmM360mMd696 J>¢M>470L> 01 MnMB6903n A37MEMIdMN3N >QO>-
dn>6700 33056 LYOFMINTN? MMM ndMmJdj> I>anDH] ,39M7LG-
MmN3nL” bNybseMxd3>? MHMyME 3C0NMMBBIB 01530L P>>MABL
L>YM33MoM 3MNBNLAN (35¢M37MN >00>3nN>6900 M 107007 M
dmGn370n01 > NJI0NN 1MN370ME696 IsLMdMN3 Ld3IMME-
BEM AMAMH>MBTN? MMM §sMIMICHNB>01 AMA>35¢MN? MMymMn

503mhBo> sb5¢MN CO>3M3nCdIMN bdbyeMAGTNA3ML AMJ>¢M>J7MdS?

Abig era in the world history came to an end with the crisis and collapse
of the Soviet totalitarian state 30 years ago. Western democracy won the
Cold War. The euphoria in the world was so great that some philosophers
even started to talk about “the end of history” because the fall of the
main pillar of communism and the disappearance of its confrontation
with the West would make the world boring and uninteresting.

Today, this round date of the fall of communist totalitarianism in the
post-Soviet space and in Central and Eastern Europe is an important
impetus for a critical analysis of where we are 30 years later, how
we distanced ourselves from totalitarianism and how we overcame it,
how we are telling about this experience to future generations, what
challenges we face today.

Georgia’s experience in the process of the collapse of the Soviet Union
is, on the one hand, part of this overall picture and, on the other, is
characterised by its particularities. The ongoing school competition “30
years since the Collapse of the Soviet Union” aims to highlight these
accents and revive the memory.

Created to promote the competition, this calendar has rather the
character of an educational brochure. In order to compile the chain of
calendar events, we focused on the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
difficult and complex first period (1985-1993) in the transition to a new
dimension. The dizzying events of those years, the rise of radicalism,
conflicts, mistakes, the unsuccessful transition, and tragedies have
shaped the fundamental challenges, the overcoming of which is still on
the agenda of the Georgian state and society.

The purpose of the publication is to make the reader look at seemingly
well-known events and processes from a different perspective, to
analyse the facts and to awaken the desire for a more thorough study
of this period, to encourage schoolchildren to talk to the generation who
witnessed and who was involved in ending of the totalitarian state and
our country’s entrance in a new era. Not many people are interested in
their experience, but after three decades, the public should hear their
voices - How did ordinary people live in cities and regions of the late
Soviet Union? How did the signals of “Perestroika” affect them? How
did individuals or communities try to survive the global crisis? What
were the motives for the involvement in the mass protest movement?
What was their vision of the future? What it was like, to be a citizen of
the newly independent state?
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1987 Gemab 27 0563560

(33356 3¢Mm367dn - 396M9EMMN30l 3>9MEb>CO)d>

1987 §3emb 3m33>6HE 0L N>6360MnL 3¢M163bq ymMmmMDSAM33> 3>3M>EL>C>
5560054365 (39M7LEMMN3S), MMyMME NEIMEMMYNS, MMM L>OFMONd
3bm360300L y3xms LazxmML dnMHIMMN > LdYM39MOoPM EMIBLO3MM-
53N> LyX>OMMDNL ybnon.

53 oMb byeMnlmozemM9d>3n y33¢msl 9LAMEs, MmMA 33EMNMId7dN M337
3560057 35¢m0 nym. 39MHONMC> 336H 6> o> TqL>AMIdIMN 3dbCos d>-
659009 &>0M0>50070MMN 0133900L (LE>MNBMMHN MH73M3LBNIdN, BLJbn oS
d>¢Mm>omdd, B36M3MAsBNy, 1.6. ,,3M0N >bsemn >30900%) ysBbnem3s> djon-
530, CO>NHYM 533MA>¢M N 53@MMIONL 3>3MJ39y69ds, COsLIT3DN Fobos
39603dm 39G>6009Md>, CsL>3¢M]N0N6 MYMHNNIMNMDBIBNL LI MIXMDLO-
M0 C0>333nC0M70> COINHYM ,,5b5¢MA3> >HBMM369053".

339 073-19 3smGnmmn 3mb6039M36300L MybmemmEns (1988 Gennb 1
N3NLN) >3m0 NEIMEMMPNNL >HLAL §>MAMA7BSL FLongMDBL: ,3M3-
BOLEMO 3560HENL, LydIMNS bdeMbl JLsFnMMIDdS Lnds>BHongm, LN >
md034EMMn nbazmMAsgn> ym3gemnig ndnb dqbob70d, M3 LdBMY>OMI-
0530 beo9dy“.

011 Ly} >OMMB> 015300056 BnT653005 390NNl AMBSGNEMIMBIL 3MEM33n-
300 doMOHM3IEGHENNL BYJFNSBEMBNL AbNEMBTN, >MCD>JaBNL dgmeg
7185319 1.§. 300 nbazMM3As>3nnl CO>3>5¢M35 M350 GM>CONEN>
Aon035¢M> QO LY >OM-UB53MAMBN3SENM SMbgdAL MN>MdS 3BNd369(mMM-
36500 3onHoMs. 396053 - do3MnEAd> F)oMdnems §6qbn, d>p>0
byMNCES6 >0 MT390005 LOC>39L. 396> L1OIM 3538nMHTN MO3NENS-
M6 dbmemmeo 1991 Gemnb 15 m4EmaAdML >MJ3Cos.

336 MMNL 3>1J3qd5L Gnb MAmmMmeo> LbxdIM> 3338nMNL 336G > MMN
3M3nEIENL CO>PIBNMMID> ,539MN3nL BANL, ,d0-dn-LNL®, ,M>00M 0>-
30bM03eM70NLY” o> bb3> 36nT369MM3560 MYEbMMHNn M>CONMY>C>313-
00b LNFBIEMNL ASLAMBNL FqHyY33BNL TqLdbId (1986 Gemnb 25 byiB90o-
096n), d013MNENL b)MAdM3569MMdNc 50MT>300> MHYIV>NTMANLN
3mAnbns, MHMAIMASE INHYM 3>3AME3I3700L B>CSHIC3> dsonn b3jEns-
mMMMHn 3MB10n0056 MNy 3MBEIONLIN3NL B>C>LEIT>C (1987 Hemnb
QosL5GYNLN).

anbyngm ymmMdsSHM3L 3MBMAN3 M > 3MmeMn@n3mMn 3>M0>J069d0
LS, NL M30M39MIL yM3MNLy, L BMPSMIBAL BMBNYMIDNL -
100540656 3CNEMMDS, M3 Y3z3tMsHg 99E> 39 EMMnbs o> 39c0nNnb
LozgMML MBS COSLEYMDMEDS. 39M7LBEGMMN3> M SE >NLdB F7CONHLS
Q> 3MMEMM>B9, 353053 NCIMMMZHNNL XIONMNE 3>>MHM30> > 7MJ39-
35000 {obo>.
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January 27, 1987
Central Committee Plenum - Declaration of Perestroika

Gorbachev proclaimed Reconstruction (Perestroika) as an ideology, as
the fundamental and universal transformation of all spheres of the Soviet
life through transparency (glasnost) at the January 1987 plenum of the
Communist Party.

By this time, everyone in the government realised that changes were
already inevitable. Censorship was eased and previous taboo topics (Stalinist
repressions, sex, and violence, drug addiction, the so-called “bad news”)
started to be discussed in the media, banned authors began to be published,
private entrepreneurship became permitted, and a “new mindset” was
introduced for improving relations with the West.

Already the resolution of the 19th Party Conference (July 1, 1988) tries to
present the essence of the new ideology: “The Communist Party, the Soviet
people need the truth, complete and objective information about everything
that is happening in society.”

If publicity initially meant media involvement in exposing the activities of
corrupt bureaucracies, in the second phase of the Perestroika, hiding the so-
called “bad information” became an outdated tradition and the transparency
of public-communication channels increased significantly. Main Literary
(Censorship) Board softened the pressure but did not let go of the dispute.
Censorship in the Soviet Union was officially abolished only on October 15,
1991.

The lifting of the censorship was preceded by a resolution of the Central
Committee of the Soviet Union to stop the suppression of the Voice of
America (VOA), the BBC, Radio Liberty (RL), and other important foreign
radio broadcasts (September 25, 1986). An Inter-Agency Commission was
launched under the auspices of the Main Literary (Censorship) Board, which
began reviewing publications to be transferred from their special funds to
open ones (early 1987).

Mikheil Gorbachev wanted economic and political reconstructions, he was
primarily trying to change the public consciousness, which was supposed to
reflect most on the cultural and media spheres. Perestroika did indeed affect
the media and culture, but it also broke the barrier of ideology and became
irreversible.
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1989 Gemonl 25 01gd9M33¢mn
L>3MMGILE™ P71AMBLE M3

1921 Gemnb 25 019096035emb 306390 7dmM3MEnMmeman MyL3mden3nl dond3-
Mmd>3 MdNMNLN CE>G™M3> > §5¢M>Jdn LdBIM> M MLIcINL Fnoeman >GB3nnb
B>5nM7dn 890mM3000>. FeM7dnL 336dneMBg LYOIM> LdI>MN37CML F3MMD
59 oML ,H9NAMBCO>”, MMFMME LdI>MN3IMML  FOILBHOIMIdNL COMIL.

1989 Gemanl 25 0130960 35emb, ndneMnbdn congon LyApgm3nstm dn@nbayn dm9-
fym. Mbn33MLbNnEIGE 393M10NMIdL LnGyznon dndstoLb IMM36Mn dmd-
M>mMd0Lb MNE)M700>. dMAnENBy710d> nbd>MdMIL dMEMT)303Mn MHMLbyoNL
ang6 LyIsMHN37MML 569JLN5H7. Fon3nNbL F>IBIMLS o> AbMA3ENNML §>9y356n
43746900L 30N>3MMB7BNLICAN FoLIYHBI360 COPMM>ENNL E7LEN LdI>Mn33-
mmb b>IMHTMONLM YTBEJOONL >0YIBNL dMNbM3bno, MsL>E 10000-b9
39335 5005305605 AM>HIM> byemn. 53 35600376 >3NNL F90007y AMAM>MdNL Mn-

060700 M>30016039 COMNO V53537L.

»J0 30&nbyn > >J3nN> NYM M35651369MN congon MBALANgd> 9MM36MM-3>6-
3501530 x3E309mMN AMIMH>MONLS, MMAjmnE MLNLbMME >301>36M>. 376
308y30 LG, My BndbBjdnm, 353653 N3 COMIL 359MTn M337 NFHMHAIBMDMCDS,
Mmad bymnbmazidal 3MMHLN 933NN 6 M>CNEN M NE3¢MId> I3-
M7L00L316. AnbBybn 25 0xdM3MNL >J3N>-MY31M7BMAN nym, MIMAJA>3
650> 3>3M>HNGS, M3 J>sf10N39mM baembl LLM3-Bn ymazby 6 bMaL* (Brgos
6>01>d9)

d>¢m9 3nGnby70nLy > CO73MBLGM>ENIBNL E>eMM> )M §39Ys65L dMycom.
1989 Gmnb 9 >3Mnemnl 33300MdN>6N >J3nnlb LnbbeMN>BAa> CE>MBI3>3 3MME)-

L9700 89793935000 B>LSCOS.

1990 Gemnb 25 01909M35¢mL ,,3360LBETN FoLddFMIBNL COMNL GM>CNEN N
angMME3d> 056 D3NS, 1dISMN3IEML AdLIBFMIDNL HAMD> FIMN
LOFMMN B3M>EN30L M>MHYMO3SLIE 6NT6>30>.

b>J560139MML 1MM36MAd> AMAM>MB> 1990 GeMnb P> BLMB] >0dMeM>
3Mm396nbGMMHN bymnbmMozeMgds dnjmm M33c096n37 36n8369mMM356n {>C>HU-
372&0M90>. 39603me, 1990 Gemnb 9 3>MBNL CO>CYI6NM7d>Tn L>H10137MMUL
LLE-OL MB]659L3> LdBFMA A>GIMS, M3 1921 Femnb Md9M3>¢MTn LdJ>MH39-
mmdn bLYdFMONS MMLgoNNL X>MH7BNL T93MY3565 > I GaMnGMmMHNNL os3s-
3705 (o6M3mM>c0p1600> N6EM3376(305L COd> M335305L MY MM Hymdnb c>3bm-
0L AnHBBNO;, bmM 3mMNnGn3MHn M3>5¢MbLHBEONLNG - 569JbN>L.

1990 Gemnb 28 MmJBGmaAdyeb >6h9369030 3>n3>6% 3> HB3050 3L BMMCONL 3>-
G039, ,,0Mp35¢m0 53N> — 01>3nLMAIMN bdI>OHI37eM*. >Mhgen H96>-
7060 BYdIML 306139 BaLNIBT LdI>MN373ENML ML3MDMN3NL PH7B>7LA> L>dFMA
7600bd>c0 dnnem 356mMbBn, MHMAIM3Ins A>nGyMd, MmA3 1918 Gemnl 26 d>nbL b-
4560137 079mM3MdEN MmN MHaL3dENINL bdbno >¢EIBNN LbyMAGn-
;3M70MN30 CO>3MM3NC070MMd> 1921 Hemnl 017096 35-356HETn LddIMmod> M-
103> M335300L> V> 03>4EMOMN3N >69JbNNL yHNo Ha3MHN3>.
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February 25, 1989
Protest March

On February 25, 1921, the government of the First Democratic Republic left Thilisi,
and units of the Soviet Russian Red Army entered the city. For years, the government
of Soviet Georgia was “celebrating” this day as the day of the Sovietisation of
Georgia.

On February 25, 1989, a large funeral rally was held in Tbilisi. Leaders of the national
movement addressed those gathered at the university. The protesters mentioned
the annexation of Georgia by Bolshevik Russia. They read the text of the declaration
to be sent to the governments of the UN and the leading countries of the world
demanding the restoration of Georgia's international rights, which was signed by
more than 10000 people. The leaders of the movement were detained for several
days after this manifesto.

“This rally and protest was the last major event of the National Liberation Movement
that ended without bloodshed. | cannot exactly say to what extent but we already
felt that day that the course of government had changed or was radically moving
towards depression. The reason was the February 25 rally referendum, which made
it clear that the Georgian people do not want to be part of the USSR” (Nodar
Natadze).

A wave of rallies and demonstrations swept across the country soon. The bloody
dispersal of the peaceful demonstration on April 9, 1989, made the processes
irreversible.

On February 25, 1990, the traditional congratulations on the Soviet Occupation Day
were not published. The condemnation of the Soviet Union also meant the rejection
of the entire Soviet narrative.

In the spring of 1990, the Georgian National Movement forced the communist
government to make several important decisions. In particular, in the resolution of
March 9, 1990, the Supreme Soviet of the Georgian SSR stated that the arrival
of Soviet Russian troops in Georgia in February 1921 and the occupation of the
entire territory was an intervention and occupation in order to overthrow the existing
group, and from a political point of view, it was an annexation.

On October 28, 1990, Zviad Gamsakhurdia's party “Round Table - Free Georgia”
won the elections. At its first session, the elected Supreme Council of the Republic
of Georgia unanimously adopted a law stating that the state independence of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia restored on May 26, 1918, was seized by Soviet
Russia seized through occupation and de facto annexation in February-March 1921.
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1991 Gemab 31 I &n. MHyo37M96c0man

1991 Gemnb 31 3>MBL Ldy>HN37ML M3L3YOEN3TN AdG>Mo> Ldym3jENo>-
M-b>byEMbm MH737M76CEMAN. AMLILEMIMDT YL YENM365C0 > M AbsMN
L>9560N139MML  LYLIEAHENBMIBMN3N COI3MM3NIDEMBINL >CPI6L 1918
Pl 26 d>nbnL ,,0053MM30007BENMBNL >JGNL” bda3Md37IMBT. Mimam LJ>-
M0139Mmb MH3635760 LIdFML 01330 EMA>6Nl A>NBCOIEMN AMd>YHNEMT BIM
031 m>3dq nbbyH7dL, CB>3M™M3NCIOMMDBNL >?CHIONL B1037M716C0MANL AdG>-
1905 0354565 LBIMON 353806MNL A>LIG>0n0N hdG>MH7dMMA> M]037M76cO Ay,
Mmamnb 393000b3> 517010 bxHNO NYM ASAMYSEMNBDIBYEN: JLYMN 01 65 LdD-
300> 35380600L 376560A6705?

326&M>emMMA3> L3016 MAM 3MANLN3 COI>COHNBS:

L>9560139MML MH7L3MdEN3TN >dMAMA]39MO bdyMom Mngb3n oym 3 I
672 >01b 403;

b>M70390M7600 MM 3>IME>6NMN B33NBNL CO>CTONGC B>C>HY37ESL AbsMNn
0>Mdns 3363nLycnl dmB>HNEMgons Mingb3nb 99,08%-3y;

>0365B9000L >3EMBMANME MHxL3MdMN3dTN SAMAIMA)3IMN Lxgfom Mnbin
nym 347.175. 0303960960030 dmbsGngngmds dnnem 61,27 %-05, 39630Lyfs>dn
- 61,23%-0>. bL>¥M)3IMIBMIMP B>IMEIBNMN bd3NCNbNAL CO>CIONCC HICOS-
0Y33G>L dbsn C>MFnM>s 396dnLYMNl AMB>GNENJ0NS> 97,7 3%-3>.

350635¢Mm3n, ymBOHBALALS o> X53nL M>AMB1dTN My039M16coMAn 6 AsG>Mq0-
>, 053650 b>I>MH0N33MML >dMAMA737MOS LdyMoM MNEb33n F>013>5¢MNLHNBI-
0 0465 >3 H73NMBNL >3M3MH737eMN> M>MEOIB6MD. 3BNB3>¢MNnL M>MBTN M7-
m3960M96c0mAan hy@scos 33000 LB LMO3EM L3OO NEML GG MMNSHY, LSS
53m3Mhg33mos LdxaMHM M>ME7BMd> 11376 nym. 3dnE> 10182 domemyEa6n,
M3 0d6 MMN d>0NM> N6 36MdNMN. LxMY037M71600™MAM 3n0Nb3>L CO>-
030000 3s5bn ydLE> 10180-05 >aMAh937eNA.

LeEOMEMN B XPIM76505 >MBNB6s3L: 1991 Hemnb 31 A>sBEL, LdFMOD
3538060L 05636M930L 393009, J5M0N33tMN boembn, MMM >33 39M-
&ML 0> 3mmMnEN3nb C0>3M3nC0707MN 3d3E>M707MMN 9MHNMDY, 30637MM>QO
8>9M3ng0> dbmozemnmb Fnb>31:

»2008M3 3>300>F>Md]dM> F9ndNI0> NG1J35L, MHMA 9L Nym 033700 dEYMN
dm3m96> h3360 §39ybnbon3nL. 7L COMT I>MN33EMN bxMbNL 3MMi&nme dqb-
bLN9M]0530, 3IMEMEOME d7bLbNIM7d>TN IEAN3> MB> BNYMOHNM7dIL
MmaymME 76001p35600 >3MLI35¢MN, COdD>0070NL GmMmeo3sbn dmM3a6>. gbocony,
P6h0n33mn 9600 ML Md39eMLn, spfdd 9L Mg ML 3men@n3mn Ml

C05050070nL comn“.
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March 31, 1991. Referendum

On March 31, 1991, a general referendum was held in the Republic of Georgia. The
population unanimously supported the restoration of Georgia's state independence
on the basis of the “Independence Act” of May 26, 1918. As Nemo Burchuladze, the
then Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Georgia, recalls, the
referendum on the restoration of independence was hastened by a referendum held
throughout the Soviet Union, the question of which was: “Would you like to preserve
the Soviet Union?”

The Central Referendum Commission determined:
The total number of voters in the Republic of Georgia estimated 3 672 403 people;
99.08% of voters supported the positive resolution of the issue in the referendum;

The total number of voters in the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia was 347,175.
61.27% took part in the referendum, 61.23% - in the voting. 97.73% of the voters
supported the positive resolution of the issue in the referendum

No referendum was held in Tskhinvali, Kornisi, and Java districts, but the number of
voters in this region was considered on the total number of the voters in Georgia. The
referendum in the Tskhinvali Region was held on the territory of seven village councils,
where the total number of voters was 11,376 people. 10,182 ballots were issued, two
of which were annulled. 10,180 voters answered positively to the questions of the
referendum.

Sociologist Emzar Jgerenaia notes: on March 31, 1991, after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the Georgian people, as an independent implementing unity of a certain culture
and politics, first appeared internationally:

“Therefore, it can be said without exaggeration that it was a fundamental occasion for
our country. This day should always appear in the collective memory of the Georgian
people, it should serve as a kind of starting point, a phenomenon equal to birth, in the
cultural memory. Obviously, the Georgian nation is ancient, but this is the birthday of a
political nation.”
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b>9560137MML LYBIEMAFNA3M]BON3N CO>IMM3NCOIBENMDNL
>0003760L >3Gn

1991 gemab 9 >3Mnemn
€053™MM300070MMdNl 3>3dM(3b>c0)0>

1991 b 9 s30ngmb, 12 LY>MLS > 30 §MonHg PB3659L0 LDFML Lo>6EHId™
bbMA>3 AnnEM LYY>MHN3TIENML LdBIEMAGTNRM]BMN3N VM M3NCEIOMMDNL
5000037060L >JBn, HMAIMULIE byemn dM1EIMIL LdI>MN373ENML MHL3dEN3NL
7MH965760 LIOFMULS > dN3MMONL 930903, 53 cdMHNEL LNddME BN CO>E)-
3060135 3JMB0>. 517 N> 1989 HEmnb 9 >3MneMnL GFd>yN3 MO oM by 39-
mMMmb C0>3M3n0C070MMBdNL COMICO.

1991 Gemnb 9 3Mnb, LdI>MN37MML MBI639LN LdBIML 3nM37¢Mn LabNNL
LSPY637dM LboMAnL O>HYIBNL §NB, F713M71dBNIBA> Fmonngfn oAngMNm 3>-
&n30 dndpal 1989 Gemnl 9 3L CO>M M3y bliM3bsL. LydsMon33emmL
MH965760 LYOFML 153X CEMA>M]3, B3N B>ALILMMON> VI3ME>EOL dn-
3>6M015: ,35&n3390MM 0331E>E70M! 35Gn3370Mmm LEMAIMIdM! 3>GNnN3(39-
39 bYHBMY>EMJd! ML H396 MBS 3nAbx MM h3360 7ML, A3760 MH]L-
3790mMmn3nb dMA>3>¢m 090017, Anb NMMHNEENMM b>I>MHNMIBMN3 LEEMLD] ...
ym39emn3) B39mon 0140Mncosb 3nH6395mbBnmMsco dng35h6N, Lddsn37emMUL
M9L3M0MN3NL MBHIB>9LA3> LYOIMA, M1037M16CMADT] F>AMbIGIEN b>eMmbb
6900L 3>13>MNLENB7ON, AbLMO3MNML 3N30MNBIOM M §nb>3] 3>IM>-
3b>0ML b>Y>MN39EML CE>M3NCIBIMN BBBIMAGTNO3IMIBONMDNL >CCOIB>
1918 Gemnb 26 d>nbNL CO>3M3NCEIOMMONL >JENL Ld3MA39M B9, Mo bdYs-
M0139(MMA3 0>N333mL MNMLYIYMN >CHNMN ALMBMMNML b39M76Mm Ldbym-
3gna3Mod 0156539MdMMdTN...”

163> AnMJOMMN  LYYHMN3IML  COSFM™M3NCOIBENMINL  >COYIBNL >EN
53b>¢0700s: , 1990 Gemnb 28 MJEMAdEONL 3>35eM356ME NN, COIFM3IM>EN N
N >60Hh7MmN, b1I>6H0139MML YH765760 LdOFM, JYMHCBMD> M> 1991 Gemnb 31
3Gl M0370M7600 AN 3>IMbIG M bdJsMrn37eMML ML LEMIMDNL JMb-
™MM356 69050, >C0p76L o> 11I37YBMEO >3b>007dL by>BrnN33eMML LbyEMAGTNa3M9d-
030 0>3M30C070MMBNL >C0HTB5L L5137 ML C>3M™3NC7dMMdNL 1918
Gl 26 3s0bnb 5§BNL b33 DHT. LyJsMN37eMMUL 376076 MHL3MdEN-
306 Gafindmens 9MHo0N>bn > >6MYMo3zxMNy. Anb GIMNGMMN>HY MBI659L0>
abmmmE b>Y>MN37eMML ML3MdEMNINL 3MBLENEGMENS > ByMNbMo3EM9d~.

b>J5MN39MML  bdHIMAGNTBMIBMN30  V>3M™M3NCEIOMMONL >YIONL >JBL
bymn dMsHIMIL  LdIMN3IENML  3M335MENNL 0731 E>EI0A>E, MMAMIdNJ
250-500pnMN36 H9659L L1dIMBN 64 I>6C>EL 3MMMOH676.

»03056 (1300 01306MMBoN MBH69L LdFMTN. F16MBIBN N3Nl >>306
nym, QO>E3> 0> M>3016n3q 0156>5386MMA37MN. 33>6xXMHNC6 B> C0dM3by BMb-
01539eb. bd3L7 nym. >OE 01330 RSB > M dMEM — doNgn bdI>MH37eNM
49h>30 0Qod. 6530030 LbsEMbM BNdn nym, OHMAIMULE >6 3Yys>300> MMRYSBN-
D>3@™MMn (690m OMFMems>d9).
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April 9, 1991
Declaration of Independence

At 12:30 on April 9, 1991, the Extraordinary Session of the Supreme Council
adopted the Act on the Restoration of State Independence of Georgia, which was
signed by the members of the Supreme Council and the Government of the Republic
of Georgia. This date had a symbolic meaning. This is how the tragic day of April 9,
1989, became the Independence Day of Georgia.

On April 9, 1991, before the start of the extraordinary meeting of the first session
of the Supreme Council of Georgia, the audience observed a minute of silence in
memory of those who died on April 9, 1989. The Chairman of the Supreme Council
of Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia addressed the MPs:

"Dear MPs! Dear guests! Dear society! Today we must discuss the future fate of
our nation, of our Republic, its legal status ... Based on all the above, we consider it
advisable for the Supreme Council of the Republic of Georgia, taking into account
the will of the people expressed in the referendum, to declare the restoration of
Georgia's independence on the basis of May 26, 1918 Independence Act, in order
to allow Georgia to take its rightful place in the community of sovereign states of
the world ..."

The unanimously adopted Act on the Restoration of Independence of Georgia stated:

“Multiparty, democratically elected on October 28, 1990, the Supreme Council
of Georgia, relies on the unanimous will of the Georgian people, expressed in a
referendum on March 31, 1991, establishes and announces the restoration of the
state independence of Georgia on the basis of the May 26, 1918 Independence
Act. The territory of the Sovereign Republic of Georgia is united and indivisible. Only
the Constitution and the Government of the Republic of Georgia are supreme on
its territory.”

The Act on the Restoration of the State Independence of Georgia was also signed
by those MPs of the Georgian Communist Party, who held 64 seats in the 250-seat
Supreme Council.

“l returned to the Supreme Council late last night. There was almost no one in
the building, only the guards and a few employees. | looked out of the window at
Rustaveli. It was full. The whole of Georgia was outside in the streets. It was a real
public celebration that had no organizer.” (Nemo Burchuladze).



a3MG™M: X705t 356(M>d9

1991 Gemanb 26 d>abn
306390 b>3MxBNI6EM >0hy36700

1988 Gemnb 26 3>nLL >NT>M0> 30613700 LIIOMEFLE™ AMBLEM>ENS. >b7
nGyY9d> 033M30000MMBdNL COMNL oM LbBM>EMIdAL 3BMdNIM7dTN
506MB9ds. 093605 MMM A>LAGOMM> >0NBNIB> 9 M7 dMA936m,
1989 Gemnb 26 d>nbL. MBN37MLNEIENL §nb >HYIdMMN AnGNban CONELHBL
56 353MdxmadMms. AMAnENBy701 B3GMN OsndMs 353nL 3560301396, 3900097
35300 3561300056 M MLON>37EMNNL 3>3BNMAL 3>3MNN {>13>M> LnMBNL336.

1990 Gemnb 22 BmMa3dMHNL C>HIBNM BN LdI>BHN37eMML MxL3MdMN3NL MBI-
659L3> LYOFMA Zo3M43d> Yy33emM> LM CEMILILEIMMN > F7dMNMM >B>MN
1439 C0MI700 (FnMMyMdS, 356N53Mdd, >0COYMAS QS 5.8.), HMA7MOo MMNL nym
51939 26 A>nbn — bdI>MHN37MML LybIMAFTNTMIBMHN3N VM 3NCIOMMBNL >M-

03260L oM.

1991 Gemnb 26 3>0LL LyY>MN39eMMTN Ld3M7THBNEIBEM >6H7367d0 N>,
76 nym 3063900, 73M3MENMMN LY3MTHBNEIBEM >MAx3690n. (MHaL3MdMN-
300L 37016 GNL 0156530070Md> T93MMIdMM 06> 1991 Gemnl 14 >3NeMU,
b>956M0139MML MHL3MOMN3NL MHIB>qLN LBFML dN7M B3> F>ALIBMCNL
Amnbm360m). 53 56A7369080 B30500 P>ALSBMMENIL >JGnn >dMmAMA73MNL
- 87.03 3m336B 3> co>mdns dbsfn.

3nbJ0053500 560369080 O>3>XIMDIMN 3d>MX 3700, LdI>BHN37MML 3n6M-
39M0 3M7016GNL And>Mon M33>yma3neMI0> OMNOIN OMT NHMIOMQDD,
1991 Gemnb 330MpmA>Hg 3MmEJLEN A>LMBdMN3 C]IMBLEM>E3NJBIN B>COIN-
B56005 0> Hemnls AngMerMmemb, 22 0937309606 3705605070 MN 3>>EMN>MIDS
50fym. 1992 Gemnb 6 n>635ML 3M7HBN716EN B30 F>ALIBMMCON> >HBMd>-
0x>6-bLMAbyONNL Fd>3MNN AAB]NBN FINBNBBS. BNENLEN 89J06neMA> LyAbY-
oM LBFMA AML3M300056 A>AMNY3565 1Mo F7350M0065d9, MHMAIMNE SH>M
M0>6MUL, LybgENAHTNaM LIBFML AdyMO> b>0>3330N.
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26 May, 1991
First Presidential Elections

On May 26, 1988, the first protest march was held. This is how Independence Day
begins to return to the consciousness of Georgian society. This day was celebrated
on a much larger scale the following year, on May 26, 1989. The rally that started in
front of the university did not last long. Some of the protesters moved to Vake Park,
then from Vake Park along Rustaveli Avenue to Sioni.

By a decree of November 22, 1990, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Georgia
abolished all Soviet holidays and introduced new ones (St. George’s Day, St. Mary’s
Day, Easter, etc.), including May 26 - the Day of Restoration of State Independence
of Georgia.

On May 26, 1991, presidential elections were held in Georgia. It was the first
democratic presidential election (the post of the President of the Republic was
introduced on April 14, 1991, at the request of Zviad Gamsakhurdia, by the Supreme
Council of the Republic of Georgia). Zviad Gamsakhurdia was supported by 87.03%
of active voters in this election.

Despite the convincing victory in the elections, dissatisfaction with the first president
of Georgia was growing day by day. In the autumn of 1991, the protests escalated
into mass demonstrations, and at the end of the year, on December 22, an
armed coup began. On January 6, 1992, President Zviad Gamsakhurdia escaped
to Chechnya via Azerbaijan-Armenia. The military council formed in Tbilisi brought
Eduard Shevardnadze from Moscow, who became a Head of a new body, the State
Council.
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1992 Gemab 24 n0360L0
c053madnbnb (bmdal) 9901566390>

1992 Gemnb n36nL3n 3bnB3>¢MmNL MH7anMbn b GIMENMI MAJOMS. 15 n3-
B60LL M MLI0INL YBHI659LN0 LIBFML 01530 COMA>M70, MMLEMSE BILdMEM>E™M3D>
01530L dnd>MH013530 7L 3MBAMNIGN L>AbOHIIM ML {IBMEN>C o> NLEM-
00 LYATMOMEDS6 A>LMBdMN3 3337370500 AMB>M>. 17 N360LL 1. T7350-
065390 53 3>63b>07BNL L>35LMbME F>3MIEFIEM> 01530LN ANd>IN3d, MMAJeM-
dng 060 LM MHML CI31MG>EL Lnd>MHENNL C>3>bNBX1>TN:

»>05037600 014> MHMLgonnL GrIMnEMMHNNES6 3MBo3mNiGnl Bm658n d90m-
&o60gm LYOMAMMM E79603>B7 > AMbMNLIY70BY, HMAIMIdNE ,MMLINL b-
abMyon LYYBM3MIBL NE>396 3bNB3>MBN, 3NBENE > CO>MIM>3 SLMDdNOY dM3-
MMM, QSLILNAMIO MM, C03H356 I>6MHN37MDBT, >00MdN B5E>OEME> J3TMM
bEO37IEMDBY, >0LMBNOY PMHN37MM MEMEM3NMBT, HMAMdNE NBIY39, HMyMME
mbIdN, P>CO>H395NMBN >N>6 ...~

18 n360LL AEyMA>MIMDS MA3MIM COSNADS. 16 LysND] 3BNB3>MNL Md>NMBIN
L>3N LYOMIMMM 37MEARMI6N BHMLIcNL L>AbyM™M d>¢eMxdal LyEbmdn Bn3-
690000 013L LB LYI>MN39MML 7MM36MMN 3>MNNL §39p565ymazqdL.
3500 3mHBNENgdL M339E70N >MTN69L o> 378009y 3N LN>MEMNESE 8-
&n3L M0 bmozeMadL GyYy3n>dasi3330l 3IbENnc. 3bnb3>¢MNl AbMHNCDS6
050Hym 390565070 03MMOHANM7B301 F99ME 3> 56370000 > X>3856EM6-
L3IMEOEGNMM7dNO. 3MBO3MNIGN SbdeM F5LFE>OL NA16¢0>. As5LAN 337 MTN>MMCO
nym Ashormmn MHMbmemn 3905605090 drenqdn.  Ldbgmagna3m  b>dIML
01530x0M3A>M7 51937 ANA>MH03C> 3>IMNN670 N IM7dAL MMRY>BNTBHENL,
936MM30L InIMMIDNLY 0> 015653TMMAMBNL CMBNML, 0N5B5330MATNMdNL
ABONMMOEMSBEN3 M L1BIML, 13IM3NL 3> NN67D70L > Lb3d LygM>TM-
ML > M7rNMBMM MMY>ENDBIENIBL, > V37T3>0 >3M7bN> LdI>MN37MML
ML3MdMN3NL HNB>MAI. 21 N36nLL 9. 39356006539 33¢M>3 N> HIMNEL
5439y690bL. 33x1M> >c0MxLEN M MLIcINL 3037-307BNCI6EN, >¢M9JLl>BoMg
ME3mn. §aMnemdn nb HMLINNL 3037-307BNIBAL 3MBAENIENL JL3>EM>-
300L 33IMMDTN 50056535MM9dL.

1992 Gemnb n360L3N CO>3MANLEN 900> T9b37006M> L>>M0139eMML MH7L3MdEMN-
300 bdbIMAGNAM LIBFML 1533 xOMA>M]L, 700> F73500065d9L> o> MrMlg-
0nb 367076 dMMNL 7eMENBL AMMNb. F9b37006M> 1670ME> TNE> J>M0NMTN
(9.6 LLAbMJ MBJNTN) F>63nN>MJO MY AM3EM]BIdL. C>IMANLNL d9b37c0M>-
09, 91MEn638> > 3935600065390 dnnMqL 3M3MBN3T ,LdI>MN33EM-MmbYINL 3MB-
a3niEnb dmGoLMNYIONL 301NBEN37DNL Tqbobd".

dnmbJ0053>500 >3 d70156b370NL>, M LbycNL AbMNCESE 3MM3M3d>ENMEN 097
0700 > 39Gy39GND. 353. 13 N3mNbL FaEbemn O>MINB]L 01>3>M>896L, cosn-
73> 1 335MH0003eMN, COdNFMs — 6. HM3IENCEOIOMEOS LdIMBMNLS OS> 5>¢053N>69dnL
2>8>370700.
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24 June, 1992
the Sochi (Dagomys) Agreement

In June 1992, the Tskhinvali Region remained a hot spot. On June 15, the Chairman
of the Supreme Council of Russia, Ruslan Khasbulatov, called the conflict a genocide
of South Ossetians and a mass expulsion from their historic homeland. On June 17,
E. Shevardnadze issued a statement in response to the Russian MP, accusing him
of distorting the truth:

“Nothing was said about the military equipment and volunteers brought from
the Russian territory to the conflict zone, “guarding Russia’s southern borders in
Tskhinvali,” nothing was mentioned about the hundreds of killed, harmed, burned
Georgians, the dosens of villages turned into ruins, the thousands of Georgian
refugees who, like the Ossetians, are resettled...”

On June 18, the situation escalated. At 16:00, three combat helicopters with Russian
military insignia attacked units of the Georgian National Guard of the Tskhinvali
District. They fired rockets at positions and then attacked Georgian villages with
machine-gun fire from a low altitude. Armed formations launched an offensive using
tanks and armored personnel carriers from Tskhinvali. The conflict was taking on
a new scale. The Russian Armed Forces were already directly involved in it. The
Chairman of the State Council also appealed to the United Nations, the European
Security and Cooperation Council, the North Atlantic Council, the European Union,
and other international and regional organisations to refrain from aggression against
the Republic of Georgia. On June 21, E. Shevardnadze publishes an open letter
again. This time the addressee is the Vice President of Russia, Alexander Rutskoy. In
the letter, he accuses the Vice President of Russia of trying to escalate the conflict.

In June 1992, a meeting between the Chairman of the State Council of the Republic
of Georgia, Eduard Shevardnadze, and the President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin was
held in Dagomisi. The meeting focused on the developments in Shida Kartli (so-
called South Ossetia). At the Dagomisi meeting, Yeltsin and Shevardnadze adopted
a communiqué on “Principles for settling the Georgian-Ossetian conflict.”

Despite this agreement, provocative actions by Russia did not cease. For instance,
on July 13, Tamarasheni was bombed, 1 guard was killed, and 6 were wounded.
Livestock and people were kidnapped.
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1992 Gemab 10 n3emabn. 39embn63nb 3m6037609630>

1992 Gemnb 8 n3enbL bd>0M01373MML I IPENT, MMBIMLIE 10> 93>
06539 d9015MMdCS, IMB>HGNENIMDS dnnmm 936MM3nL MINIMMIBNL> COd> 0>

65336MAMdNL LYdIMMMM 5JGNL ByMAMEIMNL 336M10MBN>Tn.

L>YYBINAM Bqb3700M>BT LNGY3> H>MIMNI3> oMM T9350M0065373: ,L>J>6-
0139MM ONEbBL 7eMMED> >3 COMIL. ANLO3NL > ymazbs d3ML BNB6>3L, M3nM-
390M9L ym3emnby 30, 9360M3nL bryenngc LHAY>SOHMTN COXBEMBIDIL.

10 n3¢mnLL 39eMLNB3NL 3> ILN CLMBNL F9b37006MNL AMBIHNEMg LdByAGN-
@M Q0> A03MMB>NS 370> M0A> 3NNMIL CO3EM>MENY, L, (33¢MNNM DSOS bd-
60b N3700900 > 3MMdEM739dN".

50 C03¢M>M53M3N >nbdb> N30 MANL> > GME>MNE>OMMN M79yndnlb CsLL-
e, sbxemn BM39M76Mmn LdbIMAGTNo3MIdAL FohaBs. dNMBICOS35C0 SMILT-
0N 3>dmG393700b> 0> GME>MNEIMMN LYHBMY>OMIBNLYIE CO>Mh16NMN
36MmMdE]3700L>, J36M3NL MINIMMONL> > 0653TMHMAIMMINL B>MM9ddNn
05033305 07dm3MsGnmemn 3MNBEN37d0l COsBM3NL> o> F>MM3>3700L5316
ands>honmemn 4990090900, b>J>MN39¢MMA SNMM 35¢MCOIOMMIDS, COdIE3> VI
amM3M5&0Memn s 3¢ M>eMnbEMMn LybBMY>CMIBAL VNM7BME]O]0N, BdE -
mMnbbAMBdCos MAENMHILEDNL M3MIB]BNL CO(33SL, MmNy 873Gybsrydenm-
05l od Lbb3.

53 36MEqL3n Avgom BrEm, HMAIEAs>3 dnnM Sbyemn LGM>GIN YN 3MB-
3IO33N> Q0> 3>633E303> 0130bN, MMM J3IM3NL MTNTFMHMIdNL T93>500p7-
B67tmn 9eM3096@NL Mmenn. 37n0Jd6> AN MOGMH6EN3MMN 01>6538MmAm-
0nL LYdIM, MHMAIMO>E F>BLIBM3MS 0B>3TOMAMMMONL 3745603 7dN SH>M
3560EBnmM1d06.
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10 July, 1992. Helsinki Conference

On July 8, 1992, a Georgian delegation led by Eduard Shevardnadze participated in
the signing ceremony of the Final Act on Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Eduard Shevardnadze delivered a speech at the official ceremony: “Georgia has
been waiting for this day for a long time. For it, being here means a lot, first of all,
returning to the spiritual world of Europe.”

On July 10, the Heads of States and Governments of the Helsinki Summit adopted
a declaration entitled “Promises and Problems of Change.”

This declaration reflected the end of the Cold War and the rise of totalitarian regimes,
the emergence of new sovereign states. Despite the challenges and the remaining
problems of the totalitarian society, actions aimed at introducing and deepening
democratic principles were planned within the framework of European security and
cooperation. Georgia has committed itself to upholding the values of a democratic
and pluralistic society, including the protection of the rights of minorities, religious
tolerance, and more.

NATO was involved in this process by adopting a new strategic concept and
strengthening its role as an integral part of European security. The North Atlantic
Cooperation Council was established, which defined mechanisms for cooperation
with new partners.
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1992 14 >330b& M. >03b>B70nnl MAnl cO>GyY9d>

>0365B9000L >3EMBMANME MH7L3MdMN3TN bdABIMHM s3nMINL3nE7d> 1992
Pl 14 5330LEML >NHYM. Mma3nENIM AN NBozMMA>ENN, LyI>MN39eMML
M90L30MN3NL LdHIMAFTNTM LIDIIML B>C>GY37IENMIdONM, B3 MdEN3NL dqn-
5650703y dsgmgdds  ,65GnEMMdMN3 FINE35¢MIL CONLENM3SENNL SCOHNMN®.
MMMz M3NENIM YO0 MORSEM, LdEIMAGTNo3M LIdFML 3MLLIALIbMN (369-
BNENMANL 33>5¢M7000) §IM> (d>b. ,LdIPMN3IEIML ML3YdMN3S”, 1992.
N157), 53 >0056y33&nmqdsL M53¢016039 dnbybn 3s653n6Md)dCOS:

» 1. 630603006 960150090000 AsanbGM>eMN, Mg LdI>MHN373ENML> o> bim-
abyol 3353006906 MLINCE..., 7JB36M7HBNI6E >ALLYBMNL dMAbMHO
00n37360LNYM-GIOMONLG MO X3 3300L dNgM dEMM3NEMIB MM >AMABCY; ...

2. 50 056007005, MHMAMIBLE BB 3J300 S LI3ENTON bd>BN37MML> o> >O3b>-
B70ndn, dNEMNLLY 05 LB3S §5gM>47080n, AM>BENBAL GrfMmMNLEGMMN 54700 .

3. 3o5nd3sth0s 14 89637500605 7jL36M7HBN76ENL dMAbfqoy X3ymMo33dnl byenad-
303569tM900156 > CO>nCM >3¢160n39 70156b370>. y33eM> NbiNBN 33M>y MO
055MM309L ...c0> >N pdBEOS, MHMA b >J3n> ANHOB>cO NbdLI3L 53> Gemalb 11
™m4EMAdMONLO3NL BNBEMMN 356M>396ENL >0H9367d0L ASAL... s8n@&ma
MqL3MOMN3NL byaMNLbMBIMBN NdYEIOMYMBN  3dbHB16, B> 3MIYx69dN6>N
3>0030L 356mMbnon AnbnFyd MmN MBRMIB60 ILEMMI3OMN b>JFN>BEMBAL
505339010 .

4. 5a3b>170nb >3GMBMANMHn MH]aL3YdENINL byENAdM3>69MMdOL MMl Go-
6>00 AnmGIMMn dAMMNy1dNno >a3bYHINNL bIMALMBEIBIS 35D ID
030bLM9L, 5073370100 Anb GMNEMMN>H] IMJF70N CB6>T>MM1BMN3N 356MbM
a3MMANM70700L L3JANIBMB> C1>3n36010 A>ENFBNM ... 3301 7L 35NV NS SO
39566MEMAL. ... >a365H700L >3EMBMANMMHN MHxL3IMdMN3INL BIENAAM3569MMDSL
936Md> LYIMN373EML TJN>MPMIOMMN d>eMxdNL 393565yMma37dnl 9yYy356nbL
dqLob9d. AL 36 I>3MEL 50 MMBNLANJB0 ANHBIdN o> FJLC3>HBIL 0>B>-
dmM9J390070> Q0> 015653860 MAMMDS. 35LMbo 5303700147l 763 MB] F>IBOMMN
bongon. §3603mMNT3> MHLI0N0E bdI>MN37EML V>053538n0M709tMN bngonl dMUL-
3m00L byazMonbg. AMBMyMM36Me b>a3Md37MB] hadMyYsenNNd]Bd YA >03b>BI-
00l 160mMm36Mmas 33>MN>3 393N CO>MTNB> LyI>M0N37MML SGMANNL §3900>-
BoymazqoL*.
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14 August, 1992. Beginning of the War in Abkhazia

The military confrontation in the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia began on August
14, 1992. According to official information, by the decision of the State Council of
the Republic of Georgia, the Armed Forces of the Republic “partially changed the
place of deployment.”

As the official body, the press service of the State Council (on behalf of the Presidium)
stated (newspaper “Sakartvelos Respublika” (in English - “Republic of Georgia”),
1992. N157), this decision was due to several reasons:

“1. The only railway connecting Georgia and Armenia with Russia...,was blocked by
subversive-terrorist groups of supporters of former President Gamsakhurdia...,;

2. These mobs, having bases in Western Georgia and Abkhazia, Tbilisi, and other
cities, have committed terrorist acts..;

3. 14 meetings were held with the leaders of the ex-president's supporters and the
same number of agreements were reached. All of them were recklessly violated...
and it became clear that this rally is aimed at disrupting the parliamentary elections
scheduled for October 11 this year..Thus, the authorities of the Republic were
forced to use the rights granted to them by law to prevent destructive activities.

4. According to the previous agreement reached between the leadership of the
Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia, the Abkhazian authorities committed themselves
to prevent the activities of illegal criminal formations operating on its territory by their
own forces ... They did not fulfill this obligation. ... The leadership of the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia was informed about the deployment of units of the Georgian
Armed Forces. The aims of these actions were explained and cooperation and
collaboration were offered. In response, a bridge over the Enguri was shelled. There
is a danger of destroying the bridge connecting Georgia with Russia. “The Abkhaz
National Guard, formed on a mono-national basis, fired on Georgian army units.”
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27 September, 1993 - The Fall of Sokhumi

On September 27, 1993, the fate of the war was decided. The Georgian state
lost the city of Sokhumi. In the long run, this event was followed by a “chronic
territorial crisis, political instability, Russian geostrategic domination, “spending” of
most diplomatic resources on the restoration of territorial integrity rather than full
involvement in international politics, overcoming a “requlatory format”, which always
carries the risk of cross-border compromises, the socio-economic problems caused
by the large influx of refugees, and so on.” (D. Jojua).

The government newspaper “Sakartvelos Respublika” (“Republic of Georgia”) was
not published on September 27. The September 28 issue begins with the words
of Eduard Shevardnadze. It blames the “Zviadists” for the loss of Sokhumi: “The
interests of the external forces could not defeat us if not the internal conflict and
betrayal of our fellow citizens.” In the same address, he apologises: “| could not. May
my contemporaries and descendants forgive me.”

On the same day, the Russian Foreign Ministry issues a statement: “After the furious
fighting, the city of Sokhumi fell into the hands of Abkhazian armed formations.
Despite the diligent efforts of the Russian representatives, the hostilities in Sokhumi
could not be ceased and the parties were forced to comply with the ceasefire
agreement reached in Sochi. The Russian side is taking emergency measures to
evacuate women, children, the sick, and the wounded from the city. The Black Sea
Fleet has been launched for this purpose ... The President of the Russian Federation,
Boris Yeltsin, instructed the Ministry of Defense to provide the necessary assistance
to the Chairperson of the Georgian Parliament, Head of State Eduard Shevardnadze
withdrawing from the conflict zone... “on any involvement of the Russian Federation
and its armed forces in the escalation.”

At the request of the Georgian Parliament, Eduard Shevardnadze left Sukhumi
and returned to Tbilisi. Refugees left the city in various ways: those who could not
get on trains and helicopters, went by foot, across the Enguri Bridge, or through
Svaneti (through Chuberi) headed west. Hundreds of people, women, children, and
old people died on the Chuberi road.

According to various sources, the war in Abkhazia, which lasted 13 months and 13
days, claimed the lives of between 10,000 and 30,000 militaries and civilians. Up to
300,000 people became refugees.
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3 October, 1993 -
Announcement of Joining the CIS

Civil strife continued after the fall of Sokhumi. On October 2, the city of Poti was
occupied by supporters of Zviad Gamsakhurdia. On October 3, a curfew was
announced in Kutaisi and Tbilisi.

On October 8, Eduard Shevardnadze decided to join Georgia in the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS). Later, at a meeting on 1 March 1994, when Parliament
voted in favor of this decision, he explained his action as follows:

“... Since Georgia entered a certain space, after we tied our fate with international
organisations, including the UN, the European Union, to some extent NATO, we
started cooperation with other European parliamentary structures, etc. Once our
relations with our neighbours - Turkey, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, as well as with
Germany, the West in general, and a number of countries in the East - were clarified.
Since we joined the Economic Alliance of the Black Sea Countries, and Georgia is one
of the initiators and founders of this organisation, which unfortunately and so far can
not save us because its formation is in the early stage and for quite understandable
reasons, and after this disaster, this tragedy, we lost Abkhazia and since then, |
kindly ask you to pay special attention to this, if possible, give me an account. When
Kobalia's troops arrived in Kutaisi, Tskaltubo was almost taken, civil war was already
inevitable, a civil war started in Georgia and | want to remind you that | thought we
were destined to massacres. You remember the gathering of Tbilisians here and not
only, the alarm bells that were ringing here.

Let's not forget this story and | then, indeed in tragic days, | went to Moscow and
asked them to protect highways, railways, our ports, because they occupied Poti,
you remember those days, they occupied and looted Poti, Samtredia, all roads
leading to Tbilisi and not only, were blocked and the supply of flour and bread for 3
or 4 days remained in Thbilisi.

It was so dramatic and tragic for me personally and for many of you in those days that
| spoke at least 16 times to Admiral Baltin of the Black Sea Fleet and | told him that
if you feel the need, | will arrive, come to Sevastopol and meet the representatives,
you should help us to somehow reclaim Poti. If not, hunger and misery are inevitable.
Or the second solution then was to give up, we were not successful in a dialogue...
even directly with the leader of that movement, now | do not want to talk badly
about him. There was no other way out and | then thanked the person who took
responsibility and brought several warships to Poti ...

“You can condemn or not my action, | made the decision that time that Georgia
should be part of the CIS.”



LXJIAMIIZML AMIITITI0N JaddNmAN

bSI3NS IRl 1oNLI6
JJl6raNs Jmifl

JIOING'RCI16MbIII6!

e

1993 Gemab 21 6m9307M0 — 700> 393500065390
00550371365 3s60Bn> dmI>em>Jjy0s 3339060

1993 Gemnb 26 BmMq3dMNL ,,L5J>MN39EMML ML3MdEMN3NLY 3n639¢mMNn b3yEN dM-
37 36MdNo nGyYqds: L3630. §5¢M>Jn NMIBL 7eM7IEMMIB7MHNL, 3b37D> 3MMN.
050fym LEH>3M> LITMYHEM 1B3ME]BTN. >MPHIBNMNS L>M3NBNFHM CO> Ld>3EM-
dmdngmm AndML3M> MBNMNLOE > 37HBMBIM MdNMBIB06. 3¢INANBMyT-
660 LNEM>ENd 3MBEMMEML 7437800705090, §5¢M>43N 33¢M>3 >MNL MEN >0dLH)
9360 mMGM@3nN*.

n0>397 339MY7 NN >LMydnon HaMNs: 3904365 LdJ>MIN39eMML  MI>eM>-
470715 3538060%. SB3¢M 35MENOL 1>01>3780 HhyMEOd> oMM T9350M006539. nbs
LyyMM-16OM36ME EIFM3OM>GNMM 3MmMNEN3 O MORSENBOEN> NHEMEIDY,
306>M6MMm> — ,,393560006530L 350G N>Q0". 356MENnL dnMon3n T7>003Nb7L NdN-
mnbnL ,3MJ5eMd4705 3538nnb” §3617dAs, MMAjenE H>3MYs>eMNdS ,3JB36M9-
©n16GNL AMAbM77dnL>EdN b>AbyoM™M C>3nENL3NM7dNL COMI7dTN, MM
ILEMMIENMN  M>N3PMNBANL >eMEIMBIGNMN  ddemd,  LdI>MN37MML
363569700L 3560EN>3, MHanmbBMEAs> 337M0NN>H690903s, 3memndEn3MmMads 3>6En-
700> Q0> MNO3M>MMM-396EMLEMMN MMHNI6E>3NNL dAMIM>MD7OD>".

356MEn> 050336005 MdNENNLTN ,L>J>MN39MML Y33EM> MH3arnMBAL, 96HM369d0L,
3760, 3mBa33LNNL §>MIMI>CH767MON” 317B>19. 7000 87356065390 -
B3>0, OHmMA 9L >6 >M0L 3G 3>IMNN>69d> >3 36900L Hh37MENIOMN3N
3603369mmdnon... A336L 1>J3N>6MBSL  1>03A3MMdE 3EIdN 3nHM36900L
MOBEIOIONL, A336L 3NE>-GYsenBy 0593300MIB YN Y33¢m> IMM363d0L G-
M3mMA>0p76eMIdNL Mo3eMgd7dnL 3MNBEN370L". 353806l AnHB1dTN AdnGIM>
L>ATMOMML ANEMNBEMBNL >0 V> M3MA3IMMANLMDS ,,C0565T5mMxdMN3N
05600700L 1073056 dDOHAMEMHTN”.

oMI3oIMMN

T U B | A N N

1 2 3 4 5 6
/8 9 10 1 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

21 November, 1993 - Eduard Shevardnadze
Established the Party Citizens' Union

The first column of the “Sakartvelos Respublika” (“Republic of Georgia”) dated
November 26, 1993, begins with a brief announcement: Senaki. The city gets
electricity, bread is being baked. Secondary schools are open. Rail and road traffic
to Thilisi and neighbouring districts has been restored. The crime situation is under
control. There are still more than twenty thousand refugees in the city.”

On the same page, it is written in big letters: “The Union of Citizens of Georgia has
been established.” The new party was headed by Eduard Shevardnadze. It is called
a nationwide democratic political organisation, internally - “Shevardnadze’s Party.”
The core of the party was formed by members of the Tbilisi “Citizens’ Union”, which
emerged as “an alternative force to destructive radicalism during the days of military
confrontation with supporters of the former president, the Green Party of Georgia,
regional unions, political parties, and liberal-centrist movements.”

The party was founded in Tbilisi at a meeting of “representatives of all regions,
nationalities, levels, confessions of Georgia.” Eduard Shevardnadze explained that
“this is not just a party union... The basis of our activities is the principles of individual
rights, the rights of all nationalities based in our country.” The goals of the union
were to restore the integrity of the country and not compromise in the “fight against
the raid of criminal mobs.”
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31 December, 1993
Death of Zviad Gamsakhurdia

In the summer of 1993, the overthrown Supreme Council in Zugdidi adopted a
resolution on the return of the first president, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, to Georgia. The
exiled President arrived in Zugdidi from Grozny on September 24, 1993. Thousands
rallied on the same day. Afterward, Zviad Gamsakhurdia moved to Ochamchire, then
to Tamishi. Here he appeared on local TV and called on the armed forces of the
legitimate and de facto authorities to unite in order to defend Abkhazia on a joint
front. The formation of this union was not successful.

After the fall of Abkhazia, the first President, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, arrived in
Tsalenjikha, Martvili, Senaki, Abasha, Poti, and finally, in Samtredia. In all these cities
the restoration of the rule of law was proclaimed,

Negotiations between Shevardnadze and Gamsakhurdia's authorities were held
in Bobokvati, after which Eduard Shevardnadze asked the Kremlin for help. The
Commander of the Military-Naval Fleet of the Russian Federation, Admiral Eduard
Baltin, landed in Poti with armored forces. Together with the government military
units, they marched against Gamsakhurdia's armed groups and occupied the cities
of Western Georgia.

Since October 31, 1993, special forces of the Ministry of Security and the Internal
Affairs, as well as a special unit of General Gia Gulua called “Letuchie Mishi” (“Bats”)
deployed from Russia, have been involved in the persecution of Zviad Gamsakhurdia
and his entourage. The first president moved to Abkhazia, where he was offered
military assistance in exchange for recognition of the independence of Abkhazia,
which he flatly refused and returned to Samegrelo.

From November 5 to December 28, he was hiding in the forests and villages of
Samegrelo. On December 28, Zviad Gamsakhurdia moved to the village of Dzveli
Khibula, where he died on the night of December 30-3 1. The official version of death
is suicide, although there are a number of circumstances that cast doubt on this
report.
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The calendar was prepared
within the framework of the project “History Competitions”

The history competition for school students has started for the third time
under the auspices of the Kérber-Stiftung and the Institute for International
Cooperation of the German Adult Education Association (DVV International) and
with the financial support of the German Federal Foreign Office. The project is
simultaneously being implemented in five countries: Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus,
Georgia, and Armenia. “Between Rejection and Nostalgia: Soviet and Post-
Soviet History in Families and Local Communities” - this is the overall theme of
this year’s project, in the framework of which topics for both teacher training
and student competitions were selected.

The project partners of DVV International in Georgia are the Georgian
Association of History Educators (GAHE) and the Soviet Past Research
Laboratory (SovLab). “30 years since the End of the Soviet Union” was selected
as the local topic.

This year the competition will be held for two age groups: for basic (12-14 years
old) and middle school (15-18 years old) students. “The Memory of People and
Community in the Late Soviet and Transitional Period of Georgia” was selected
as a sub-topic for middle school students, while basic school students’ papers
should cover the sub-topic: “School and Life in the Late Soviet and Transitional
Period of Georgia.”

The project is implemented under the auspices of the Caucasus University (CU).
The project is supported by the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia.
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